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I have created Animals In My Hair to be a timeless source 

of educational entertainment. During the first five years 

since its publication, the fans of the book were instrumental 

in bringing to my attention additional ways in which the 

book can be used for educational purposes. In this 

document, I’ve combined their input with my initial 

intentions. I hope it helps guide you in using the book to its 

ultimate potential. 
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HOW TO USE ANIMALS IN MY HAIR FEATURES? 

 

Having Animals In My Hair is like having multiple books in one; activity and puzzle book, bedtime 

story, and introduction to: counting, colours, endangered animals, first haircut, and much more to 

satisfy even the most imaginative readers.  

 

Animals 

 

The book introduces 10 Canadian/USA animals, some of whom are lesser known, but all of whom 

are Endangered, or worse. 

 

Application — Discussion: 

 

Talk with the child about biodiversity and what it means for the animals to be endangered. Discuss 

the Path to Extinction. Why is it important to preserve all species? How can they help in ensuring 

that these animals have a future?... 

 

Online Membership: 

 

By joining AIMH Membership Online, Parents, Teachers, and Librarians can find a few facts about 

each animal to help begin a project. They can also download artwork and colouring pages to 

decorate the room, classroom, or library area, and get children creatively involved. 

 

 

Numbers 

 

The book teaches numbers from 1 – 10. 

 



Application — Mathematics: 

 

Teach the first 10 numbers to children in a creative way. Add simple addition and subtraction 

lessons. Help children learn to write/draw numbers. Invite children to find the Visual Puzzles for 

each number.  

 

Example 1: 

 

How many fours can you find? 

Answer: The number four, four swift foxes, the word four, four yellow flowers, four legs on each 

fox, … 

 

Online Membership: 

 

Find answers to Visual Puzzles online. If you find more than are listed, contact Mili and you’ll get 

a prize. 

 

 

Language 

 

Application — English 

 

Rhyme — I’ve decided to write the story in loose rhyme, because while babysitting I’ve discovered 

that babies enjoy the rhythm of the rhyming stories. The musicality of the language helps to soothe 



them. As babies age and become toddlers rhyming helps them to learn the language and anticipate 

upcoming words. (https://www.themeasuredmom.com/why-is-rhyming-important/) 

 

Age Level — Though this story is about a first haircut (our main hero is a 3-year-old), I chose not 

to simplify the language to that level. In my experience, children improve quickly when given 

manageable challenges. The book contains enough illustrations that readers should be able to 

follow the story without speaking or reading any English at all. Therefore, in addition to 

challenging the young children, Animals In My Hair is perfect for new immigrants as well. 

 

According to http://www.readabilityformulas.com/ the reading level of Animals In My Hair is: 

 

Errors — There are a few intentional grammatical errors. They are challenging to notice for the 

untrained eye. I decided provide an opportunity for children to gain a sense of accomplishment 

when they discover these subtle errors. They would have to know grammar rather well by this 

point. I chose to do this, because as an immigrant I remember being stressed over English grammar 

and spelling. I may have given up on writing if not for my grade 11 English teacher who told me 

that if authors did not make mistakes, editors would not have jobs.  

 

Colours 

 

Animals In My Hair unobtrusively teaches all the basic colours: white*, grey*, pink, orange, red, 

brown, yellow, black*, blue, spotted**, green. 

 

*technically these are shades and a **pattern  

 

Application — Art Discussion 

 

You can discuss colours with children, their application, and how one can obtain all colours from 

primary colours. You may even wish to switch over to science and discuss the rainbow, and/or 

digital colours created with light. You may also invite children to discover other patterns, or 

explain to them why shades are not colours.  

 

 

Discussion Topics 

 

Family structures  — In Animals In My Hair the boy is of mixed racial parentage. The mother is 

Caucasian. However, there is no information available about the father. Therefore, you can use the 

book to discuss all kinds of family structures; single-parent, adopted, LGBTQ,... 

 

https://www.themeasuredmom.com/why-is-rhyming-important/
http://www.readabilityformulas.com/


Haircut — A first haircut can be an exciting as well as a traumatic experience for a child. This 

book can be used to introduce a fun haircut experience making the ordeal an adventure. 

 

Curly Hair Management — Self-explanatory. I had parents tell me how happy their curly-haired 

children were to find a character to relate to. This boy has unmanageable curls. One lady shared 

an endearing experience where her granddaughter hated her curly hair before reading my book and 

afterwards felt proud of her locks.  

 

 

Race — During my first exhibition (and every single one thereafter) I had people approach me, 

delighted that I created a mixed-race character. Animals In My Hair can be used to start a 

discussion about race with children. 

 

Gender — Though the character is a boy, many people thought he was a girl. Feel free to discuss 

gender with children (gender identity, gender fluidity, androgyny). 

 


